
CAMERA
Taking Photography

If  photography and filming is your thing then look 
no further! 2019 is the rise of  drones…even though 
it may sound like it, these little machines can’t take 
down the world (although I’m sure Gatwick would 
disagree). These flying machines have the ability to 
take breath taking photos and videos in some of  the 
most impossible places.  

Luke Jackson Clark travelled around the globe to 
help create photo and video sets for the DJI Mavic 
Air, which is the best camera drone on the market 
at the moment. Luke has worked with commercial 
giants including Samsung, Starbucks and Specsavers.

We caught up with Luke and found out how he 
got into using camera drones in his photography 
work. “When I first began my photography one thing 
that always made me feel restricted was how much I 
could get in the shot.” Camera drones’ ability to fly 
allows the photographer to get really far away from 
the scene; drones are especially good at creating 
birds eye view photos. 

There is an ever-growing use of  camera drones 
in photography. Luke told us why he thinks these 
machines have changed the photography landscape 
for good “I want [my clients and followers] to feel 
like they’re with me in that moment and to do 
that, you need to give the viewer as much picture 
information as possible to immerse them into it and 
drones allow me to do this”
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TOP  DRONES IN THE MARKET RIGHT NOW 
DJI MAVIC AIR 

Battery life: 21 mins
WiFi Range: 80 metres
Transmitter Range: 2.48 miles
Max camera resolution:4K/12 
megapixels

REASONS TO BUY
+Easy to travel with
+Good flyer
+Won’t break the bank 

DJI SPARK 

Battery life: 16 mins
WiFi Range: 100 metres
Transmitter Range: 1.2 miles
Max camera resolution: 1080p/12 
megapixels 

REASONS TO BUY
+Affordable
+Flies well

PARROT BEBOP 2 FPV PACK

Battery life: 25 mins
WiFi Range: 100 metres
Transmitter Range: 1.2 miles
M a x  c a m e r a  r e s o l u t i o n : 
1080p/14 megapixels

REASONS TO BUY
+ Stable
+Comes with First-Person View 
goggles

The Laws You Need 
To Know ...

• If  your drone weighs 250g 
or more you have to register 
with the Civil Aviation 
Authority and you will need 
to take an online safety test 

• You can’t fly your drone 
within 5k of  an airport, this is 
an extension of  the previous 
law which was 1k but after 
the recent Gatwick disruption 
the distance has increased.

• If  you are flying your drone 
for work it must not be above 
400ft

• You must always have the 
drone within your line of  
sight and only 500m away 
horizontally.

• You cannot fly over busy 
areas such as cities and 
streets.

• Camera drones cannot fly 
closer than 50m to people, 
vehicles or buildings unless 
everything and everyone 
that is in shot is aware and is 
under control at the time of  
take-off  and flight.

• You cannot be nearer than 
150m to “an organised open-
air assembly of  more than 
1000 persons”

IF YOU USE YOUR DRONE FOR PROFIT
A lot of  people initially enter the camera drone world for their own 

personal use, but if  you venture into the commercial drone videography 
and photography business then you need to follow this rule. You will 
have to get an ‘operating permission’ from the Civil Aviation Authority, 
also known as CAA, before you use the drone for profit. You can obtain 
this permission by attending a National Qualified Entity course, 
passing an exam and a flight test…although this may sound like a pilot 
license unfortunately you won’t be able to fly yourself  to Miami just yet. 

But don’t let all these rules put you off  from getting out there with 
your drone, if  you’re worried about not knowing if  you can fly there 
then there’s this nifty little website that shows you exactly where you 
can and can’t fly in the UK. NoFlyDrones.co.uk. This map shows all 
the areas in the London and Essex area where you cannot fly a drone. 

Now what are you waiting for? Get flying
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Written by Ella German

DRONES
to New Heights


